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ULI AUSTIN ANNOUNCES DAVID STEINWEDELL, FOUNDER OF TEXAS 
HOUSING CONSERVANCY, AS RECIPIENT OF 2026 VISION AWARD  

 
Steinwedell and Noteworthy Central Texas Real Estate Projects to be  
Recognized at ULI Austin’s 2026 Impact Awards Event on August 26  

 
AUSTIN, Texas – May 19, 2026 – ULI Austin, an education, research and resource 
organization focused on shaping the future of the built environment for 
transformative impact in communities worldwide, today announced that David 
Steinwedell, founder of the pioneering Austin Housing Conservancy Fund and 
Affordable Central Texas, now Texas Housing Conservancy, has been named the 
recipient of its prestigious annual Vision Award. 
 
The ULI Austin Vision Award recognizes an individual who has made an outstanding 
contribution in his or her lifetime within the Austin region. The Vision Award 
represents the highest honor one can receive from ULI Austin, and it speaks to an 
individual’s impact not just within the real estate industry but to the greater Central 
Texas community. Winners are selected annually by the ULI Austin Governance 
Committee and represent a diverse range of sectors, including real estate, finance, 
public service, nonprofit and education. 
 
Steinwedell, now retired, is a 45-year veteran of the commercial real estate industry 
and has worked in a variety of disciplines including public and private investment 
management, acquisitions, debt, capital markets, investment banking and asset 
management. Over his career, he completed over $15 billion in transactions across 
all property types and as part of private equity funds, REITs and other investment 
vehicles.  
 
Steinwedell is the founder and Chairman of the Board of the Austin-based Texas 
Housing Conservancy, a nonprofit fund sponsor with a focus on preserving 
workforce multifamily housing utilizing private equity through the Texas Housing 
Conservancy Fund. The Fund has invested in over $500 million of moderate-income 
multifamily housing in seventeen properties totaling almost 3,000 units with capacity 
to serve over 4,000 residents with a long-term goal of preserving 15,000 units in 10 
years.   
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One of Steinwedell’s most noteworthy accomplishments took place in 2015, 
when then Austin Mayor, Steve Adler, convened civic and industry leaders to 
confront Austin, Texas’s escalating affordable housing crisis. He played a pivotal role 
in shaping what would become a nationally recognized solution. Drawing on 
research from the Urban Land Institute’s Technical Advisory Panel and the ULI 
Terwilliger Center for Housing, Steinwedell helped guide the creation of the Austin 
Housing Conservancy fund, which became the Texas Housing Conservancy. The 
social impact fund broke new ground as the nation’s first to pair a nonprofit 
investment manager, Affordable Central Texas, with an open-end private equity fund 
to preserve workforce housing at scale. His leadership has been instrumental in 
advancing a sustainable, market-driven approach to protecting affordability while 
supporting long-term economic resilience in growing cities.  
 
Steinwedell’s work for the Texas Housing Conservancy resulted in the organization 
earning many noteworthy honors, including the 2024 ULI Global Award for 
Excellence, ULI Americas Award for Excellence, 2023 ULI Austin Impact Award for 
Next Big Idea and the 2019 U.S. Conference of Mayors CommunityWINS Grant 
Program. He was personally recognized as an Affordability Champion by the Austin 
Business Journal and is the recipient of many other industry awards and accolades. 
 
In addition to his work with the Texas Housing Conservancy, Steinwedell was 
actively engaged with the Austin Economic Development Corporation, now Rally 
Austin, contributing his expertise at the intersection of real estate, economic 
strategy, and community impact. Through his involvement with the nonprofit 
organization, he supported efforts to advance equitable economic growth, public-
private partnerships, and catalytic development projects across Central Texas. His 
efforts reflected a commitment to collaborative, forward-thinking solutions that 
addressed the city’s most pressing challenges – from housing affordability to long-
term economic resilience – and he brought a pragmatic, market-informed 
perspective focused on aligning investment with inclusive growth and sustainable 
urban development. 
 
Steinwedell’s impact also includes a strong, mutually reinforcing partnership with 
Huston-Tillotson University, where he is working to strengthen their Real Estate 
Concentration within the School of Business and Technology, the Real Estate 
Scholars Program. He has taught classes, enhanced the program curriculum, 
brought in guest speakers, connected the program with the real estate industry, and 
helped students find work opportunities. He has also spearheaded the creation of 
Huston Tillotson’s SBT Real Estate Advisory Board focused on fundraising, 
curriculum and AI, and internships and career placement. He continues to raise 
significant funds toward scholarships and a full-time professor position for the Real 
Estate Scholars Program. 
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“I’ve had the opportunity to see firsthand the way David approaches his work and his 
commitment to ULI’s mission,” said John McKinnerney, Principal of Castle Hill 
Partners. “His leadership has made a real impact—both within the organization and 
across the Austin community—particularly in advancing thoughtful development and 
tackling housing challenges. He’s been a steady and meaningful force behind much 
of what makes Austin stronger today.”  
 
Steinwedell has been very active with ULI throughout his career. He is a ULI Full 
Member, a past member of the Executive Committee of ULI Atlanta, and a mentor, 
past member of the IOPC, past Chair of the Affordability Strategic Council, and past 
Executive Director of ULI Austin.   
 
“I remember interviewing David for the ULI Austin Executive Director role and being 
immediately impressed by his experience, thoughtfulness, and passion for ULI’s 
mission,” said Dave Stauch, Senior Principal and Founder at CPM Texas. “When 
asked why he wanted the position, his answer made our decision easy—he 
genuinely wanted to make a difference. Selecting David for the Vision Award was 
just as easy, recognizing his tremendous impact on ULI Austin, affordable housing, 
and for generally helping to make Austin a better place to live.” 
 
Steinwedell is past chair of the Austin Economic Development Corporation board 
and has served on the boards of the National Association of Real Estate Investment 
Managers (NAREIM) and the Tritt Foundation. He is an adjunct professor of Real 
Estate at Huston Tillotson University and actively participates with CommunityFirst! 
Village, Mobile Loaves and Fishes, and Habitat for Humanity. Steinwedell has been 
a guest lecturer or speaker at SXSW as well as The University of Texas, Wharton 
School of Business, UCLA, Columbia University, New York University, and Hamilton 
College. He has been featured in various publications, business journals and events 
including the Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Real Estate Forum, CPN, RECA, ULI, 
CREW, and NAREIM. Steinwedell earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from 
Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y.  
 
“David exemplifies the kind of visionary leadership ULI Austin seeks to elevate 
through the Vision Award,” said Paulette Gibbins, Executive Director of ULI Austin. 
“He has tirelessly given to the Austin community time and again. His work creating 
and expanding a housing strike fund is nationally recognized, but even during that 
time, he took on leadership within the Rally Austin board to help steer that 
organization toward success and is now making amazing progress strengthening 
Huston-Tillotson’s Real Estate Scholars Program. His hard work has made Austin a 
better place that will be realized for generations and I am pleased that he is being 
recognized accordingly.”  
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The Vision Award will be presented to Steinwedell at ULI Austin’s 2026 Impact 
Awards event, to be held on Wednesday, August 26 at the Austin PBS headquarters 
on the Austin Community College Highland Campus. Recipients of other competitive 
built project and individual award categories will also be recognized. For more 
information regarding sponsorship, registration and award entry and 
nomination, visit https://austin.uli.org/events/events-impact-awards.   
 
Steinwedell joins an impressive list of previous ULI Austin Vision Award recipients, 
including Terry Mitchell of Momark Development (2025), Sinclair Black of Black + 
Motal (2024); Ashton Cumberbatch of Equidad ATX (2023); Phyllis Snodgrass of 
Austin Habitat for Humanity (2022); Walter Moreau of Foundation Communities 
(2021); Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette of Huston-Tillotson University (2019); Gary 
Farmer of Heritage Title (2018); Kirk Watson, former Texas Senator and current 
Austin Mayor (2017); Alan Graham of Mobile Loaves & Fishes (2016); and Tom 
Stacy of CapRidge Partners (2015).  
 
About ULI Austin: 
The Urban Land Institute (ULI) is a member-led organization shaping the future of 
the built environment for transformative impact in communities worldwide. ULI  
is a network of people in every profession and sector in real estate development and 
land use from all over the world and in every career stage. While global in scope, 
ULI is local in impact through sharing knowledge and making connections. The 
Austin District Council was founded in 1994 and now includes over 1,100 members. 
Our members are involved in all aspects of the development and city planning 
process - private, public, and nonprofit. For more information, visit Austin.ULI.org. 
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