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What is a General Plan?  
A document that establishes a clear, long-range, community-driven vision and policies 
on how and where the County will develop and grow as it adjusts to evolving economic, 
environmental, and social conditions over the next 20 years.
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What Drives Growth in a Community?



Five Planning Themes:
• Ecological Health

• Protect natural resources, address climate 
change

• County in Motion
• Safer, more equitable transportation system

• Economic Prosperity
• Support small business, retain industrial land

• Dynamic Neighborhoods
• Promote diverse housing types (MMH, 

ADUs), Age-Friendly options, Adequate 
Housing Supply for Demand

• Quality By Design
• Prioritize unique community character

What does HoCo By Design address?



March 2023

What does HoCo By Design Address?

18 character areas



Additional Elements:

• Strategy for Growth 
and Conservation

• Growth Management 
Strategies

• Supporting 
Infrastructure Policies

• Public School Facilities 
chapter 

What does HoCo By Design address?



Growth and Conservation Challenges

Only 2% of land is undeveloped or unprotected, yet 
demand remains strong for the next 20 years

Limited Supply, Growing Demand



Future Opportunity Areas: Mixed-Use Activity Centers



PlanHoward 2030 and HoCo By Design

PlanHoward 2030
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Missing Middle Housing 

• Small- to medium-sized home choices at different price points

• Examples include duplex, fourplex, cottage courts and more

Opportunities for Infill Development



Next Steps



Planning Board Public Hearing – March 9th

Unanimously endorsed HoCo by Design 1
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Next Steps in the Project
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Pre-File to County Council

Council Adoption Process

Work sessions, public hearings



THANK YOU


