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Brennan Carroll
Partner

BLG



9:00AM – Welcome by BLG

9:15AM – Project Time

10:45AM – Break

11:00AM – Panel Discussion

12:30PM – Working Lunch 

1:30PM – Keynote Conversation

2:45PM – Break

3:00PM – Walking Tour of the PATH

4:15PM – Social at Chefs Hall

TODAY’S AGENDA
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SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Project Time
9:15AM – 10:45AM



2025-26 Curtner Urban Leadership Program

“Applying a growth mindset, If you had a 
magic wand, how do we meet the moment 
by leading on opportunity while achieving 
inclusive and social values and interests.”

Define the moment? Is this a Reset..

What approaches would you apply?

How would this happen?

Why is this important?

Reflecting What We Heard

3 - Adaptability and Innovation

2 - Visionary and Systemic Change

4 - Economic Gamechanger

1 - Inclusive and Community Driven



why? how? what?

"People don't buy what 
you do, they buy
WHY you do it!"
Simon Sinek – Author and Inspirational Speaker

Leverage your Why?

The Golden Circle of Innovation



Team 1

Inclusive and 
Community Driven

St. Luke's United Church

355 Sherbourne Street

Walmer Road Baptist Church

188 Lowther Avenue



Team 1

Inclusive and 
Community Driven

Sasitha Athukorala
 Senior Project Coordinator

 Treasure Hill Home 
Corporation

Tina Dadgostar
 Senior Urban Designer

 Bousfields Inc.

Jack Neal
 Urban Planner

 Arcadis

Jackie Gu
 Strategy and Government 

Relations Coordinator
 City of Richmond Hill

Natasha D'Souza
 Principal Planner/Supervisor, 

Policy Planning
 City of Brampton

James Di Paolo
 Senior Associate, Urban 

Planner
 Urban Strategies Inc.

Arshia Torkashvand

 Associate, Real Estate 
Development

 Forum Asset Management



Team 2

Visionary and 
Systemic Change

Disruption Accelerating 

Digital Transformation



Team 2

Visionary and 
Systemic Change

Carla Tsang

 Senior Planner
 City of Toronto

Eman Abdelsabour
 Sustainable Lead, Senior Architect

 BDP Quadrangle

Mehedi Khan
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community Housing

Graham Spittal

 Director of Development
 Starlight Investments

Lara Muldoon
 Assistant Director, Strategic 

Partnerships & Initiatives
 School of Cities

University of Toronto

Christopher McIntosh
 Development Manager

 Streamliner Properties Inc.

Dani Saad

 Vice President, Policy and New 
Development
WoodGreen



Team 3

Adaptability and 
Innovation

The Soul of Nørrebro, 
Copenhagen, Denmark



Team 3

Adaptability and 
Innovation

Johnpaul Loiacono
 Senior Project Manager

 City of Hamilton

Prianka Smita

 Senior Architect
 BDP Quadrangle

Anna Edwards
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community Housing

Mona Al-Sharari
 Senior Planner
 Bousfields Inc.

Peter Pantalone
 Senior Associate

 Urban Strategies Inc.

Hannah Brown
 Development Analyst

 Fengate Asset Management

Ruchir Mehrotra
 Project Manager

 Colliers Project Leaders



Team 4

Economic 
Gamechanger

The Port Lands Flood Protection Project



Team 4

Economic 
Gamechanger

Alex Manojlovich
 Real Estate Consultant

 City of Hamilton

Victoria Webster

 Consultant & Project Manager
 Hatch Ltd.

Faraz Shapourzadeh

 Associate
 DIALOG

Jake Golvin
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community Housing 

Corporation

Walied Khogali Ali
 Co-Chair

 Regent Park Neighbourhood 
Association

Shannon Woods

 Associate, Development
 Oxford Properties Group

Julie Scott
 Manager, Land Development
 C.F. Crozier & Associates Inc.



Purpose of the Assignment

To demonstrate / practice your leadership skills by making a pitch on 
your "opportunity project" that responds to the challenge of meeting 
the moment via the approach your team has been assigned. 

Your Audience could include:

• Cohort Participants
• Steering Committee
• Past Speakers
• Curtner Urban Leadership Alumni
• Invited Guests – maybe your boss!



Assignment Deliverables

Presentation of your "pitch" on your "opportunity project.”

The method of presentation is entirely 
your choice, it can be:
• PowerPoint
• Poster
• Report
• Dramatization
• …. be Innovative



TBCBLG

Arcadis KingSett TBC

Approaches 
to the 

Challenge

Developing your 
“Opportunity 

Projects”

Town
Hall & 

Celebration

Cohort 
Presentation 
& Critiques

Defining &
Advancing

Your Approach

How do we Respond to Moment?



Project Time 9:15 - 10:25 am
Steering Committee support will join your table

Report Back at 10:25 / 5 minutes per team

Explain the "moment" your team is trying to respond to 
and WHY your team believes it is going to resonate 

with people.



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Break
10:45AM – 11:00AM 



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Panel Discussion
11:00AM – 12:30PM



SLIDE TIPS

▪ To insert an image, drag 
a photo into the 
placeholder, or use the 
button within the 
placeholder to browse 
for your image.

▪ Use Crop -> Fit in order 
to fit the image within 
the box.

CLASS MODERATOR:
Mona Al-Sharari

Associate
Bousfields Inc

Ruby Dhillon
Vice President 

Infrastructure Advisory 
EY Infrastructure

Matti Siemiatycki
Director

Infrastructure Institute
School of Cities, 

University of Toronto



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Working Lunch 
12:30PM – 1:30PM 



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Keynote Conversation
1.30PM – 2.45PM



SLIDE TIPS

▪ To insert an image, drag 
a photo into the 
placeholder, or use the 
button within the 
placeholder to browse 
for your image.

▪ Use Crop -> Fit in order 
to fit the image within 
the box.

Daniel Hengeveld
Vice President, Investment Attraction

Toronto Global

MODERATOR: 
Eman Abdelsabour

Sustainability Lead & Senior Architect
BDP Quadrangle



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Break
2:45PM – 3:00PM 



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Walking Tour of the PATH
3:00PM – 4:15



SLIDE TIPS

▪ To insert an image, drag 
a photo into the 
placeholder, or use the 
button within the 
placeholder to browse 
for your image.

▪ Use Crop -> Fit in order 
to fit the image within 
the box.

Amy Harrell
Executive Director

Toronto Financial District 
BIA

Andrew Robertson
Planning and Public 

Realm Manager
Toronto Financial District 

BIA

Hollybeth Fudger
Business Operations 

Manager
Toronto Financial District 

BIA



SLIDE TIPS

▪ Please keep divider titles 
short and to the point. 
Using the same titles as 
on the agenda will help 
guide audiences.

▪ There are two other 
photo options for divider 
slides in “Layout”.

Chefs Hall
4:15PM



Michael Conway

Associate Partner
Hariri Pontarini 

Architects

Astrid Greaves

Associate Urban 
Designer
Arcadis

Arleigh Hack

Development Associate
Northcrest Development

Himanshu Katyal

Associate
Bousfields Inc.

Matthew Heather

Associate Principal, 
Manager, Planning

Arcadis

Czeryll Longalong 

Specialist, Strategic Policy 
and Research

Regional Municipality of Peel

Juliana Dutkay

Senior Lead, Strategic 
Initiatives

United Way Greater Toronto

Oliver Hierlihy

Director of Operations
The Waterfront BIA

STEERING COMMITTEE



Christine Raissis

Urban Plan
ULI Consultant 

Emily Rossini

Director of Planning, 
Real Estate Development 

Habitat for Humanity, GTA

Sybelle von Kursell

Manager, Midtown Oakville
and Strategic Programs

Town of Oakville

Liz McHardy

Partner 
Lura Consulting

Eli Levin

Senior Advisor, 
Development, Transit-
Oriented Communities

Infrastructure Ontario

STEERING COMMITTEE



Jackie Gu
 Strategy and Government 

Relations Coordinator
 City of Richmond Hill

Mona Al-Sharari
 Senior Planner

 Bousfields Inc.

Tina Dadgostar
 Senior Urban Designer

 Bousfields Inc.

Sasitha Athukorala
 Senior Project Coordinator

 Treasure Hill Home 
Corporation

Walied Khogali Ali
 Co-Chair

 Regent Park 
Neighbourhood Association

Anna Edwards
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community 

Housing

Hannah Brown
 Development Analyst

 Fengate Asset Management

Natasha D'Souza
 Principal Planner/Supervisor, 

Policy Planning
 City of Brampton

Jake Golvin
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community 
Housing Corporation

Eman Abdelsabour
 Sustainable Lead, Senior 

Architect
 BDP Quadrangle

2025/2026 CURTNER URBAN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 



Johnpaul Loiacono
 Senior Project Manager

 City of Hamilton

Peter Pantalone
 Senior Associate

 Urban Strategies Inc.

Christopher McIntosh
 Development Manager

 Streamliner Properties Inc.

Alex Manojlovich
 Real Estate Consultant

 City of Hamilton

James Di Paolo
 Senior Associate, Urban 

Planner
 Urban Strategies Inc.

Lara Muldoon
 Assistant Director, Strategic 

Partnerships & Initiatives
 School of Cities

University of Toronto

Jack Neal
 Urban Planner

 Arcadis

Julie Scott
 Manager, Land Development

 C.F. Crozier & Associates 
Inc.

Ruchir Mehrotra
 Project Manager

 Colliers Project Leaders

Mehedi Khan
 Associate Development 

Manager
 Toronto Community Housing

2025/2026 CURTNER URBAN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 



Graham Spittal
 Director of Development

 Starlight Investments

Carla Tsang
 Senior Planner
 City of Toronto

Arshia Torkashvand
 Associate, Real Estate 

Development
 Forum Asset Management

Victoria Webster
 Consultant & Project Manager

 Hatch Ltd.

Shannon Woods
 Associate, Development

 Oxford Properties 
Group

Prianka Smita
 Senior Architect

 BDP Quadrangle

Faraz Shapourzadeh
 Associate
 DIALOG

2025/2026 CURTNER URBAN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
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