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In his current capacity, Alex is responsible for all aspects of facility operations across the 

university’s 16 million square foot portfolio which includes 2 campuses, over 240 individual 

buildings and 145 leases. Property types range from residential houses to athletic, academic and 

research buildings.   

 

Prior to joining Northwestern University, Alex Darragh spent four decades in corporate real estate, 

strategic planning, organizational development and analysis of real estate finance and investment. 

He served 19 years in various roles at CBRE, and a predecessor company Trammell Crow 

Company. During his tenure, he was responsible for key client relationships, as well as geographic 

and functional business units, specializing in global service delivery. 

 

Before that, he served as a vice president for transaction and project management and strategic 

planning at American Express. He also spent seven years at The Balcor Company, where he was 

a senior vice president for portfolio advisory services. 
 

Besides his master’s degree from Northwestern, Darragh earned a bachelor’s degree and a 

master’s degree from Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.  

 

He lives in Evanston with his spouse, Linda, who is a clinical professor at the Kellogg School of 

Management. Alex and Linda have three adult children, two of whom are graduates of 

Northwestern.  

 


