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OVERVIEW
Illinois Medical District

DR. SUZET MCKINNEY 
CEO & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ILLINOIS MEDICAL DISTRICT



Introduction to the IL Medical District 

 Established in 1941 via an act of the IL 
General Assembly
‒ Unit of local government, governed by 

IMD Board

 Second largest urban medical district in the 
US

 Created to attract and retain academic 
centers of excellence, viable healthcare 
facilities, medical research facilities and 
emerging high technology enterprises



Introduction to the IL Medical District 

 560-acre healthcare and technology 
innovation district:
– Hospitals 
– Universities (2 medical schools)
– Medical research facilities and labs
– Biotech business incubator
– Government agencies
– Raw land development acres (~30 

acres)
– Over 40 healthcare related facilities



IMD Anchor Institutions

Rush University Medical Center

John H. Stroger Jr. Hospital 
of Cook County

University of Illinois Hospital

Jesse Brown VA Medical Center



IMD: At a Glance (2013 Economic Impact Study)

50,000
Visitors per day

29,870 
Employees

$3.4 Billion 
Economic impact

700+ 
Clinical trials

500+
NIH grants

30+ Emerging
tech companies



IMD: NIH Research Grants
2020 NIH Funding in the IMD of $190.0 million represents 19.1% of the grants for the State of IL

1 The top ranking #1 in IL is Northwestern University with 588 awards totaling $322.3 million in funding
2 YTD as of Sept. 11, 2020

IL Rank 1 Organization Awards Funding %
2 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO 332 $126,085,135 66%
3 RUSH UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 83 $53,206,626 28%
7 HEKTOEN INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 8 $5,853,861 3%
11 CLARIX IMAGING CORPORATION 2 $1,982,917 1%
12 CHICAGO BIOSOLUTIONS, INC. 2 $1,261,659 1%
13 O2M TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 2 $1,086,785 1%
17 ENZYME BY DESIGN, INC. 2 $549,998 0%

Total 2 431 $190,026,981 100%



Rise of Innovation Districts

“Geographic areas where leading edge anchor institutions
and companies cluster and connect with start-ups, business
Incubators and accelerators.

They are physically compact, transit accessible and 
technically wired, offering mixed use housing, office and retail.”





Strategic Vision
 The IMD’s current strategic vision includes a plan to attract new

healthcare, technology and other scientific business to the area, 
but also implementing the resources and amenities needed to 
keep them rooted in Chicago
– Private sector investment and business 
– Economic growth 
– Job creation

 To be an economic engine for Chicago/Illinois and a global 
destination for innovation and medical services
‒ Convenient access to the center of Chicago’s economy
‒ Intellectual capital of the partner organizations, medical research and more



What Does the IMD Do?

 Enables innovation in research and practice

 Brings together synergistic organizations to work toward 
common goals

 Focuses on impact on the surrounding community—jobs, 
increased security, better transportation / infrastructure, 
increased tax base



Challenges & Needs
 Anonymity

– Raising the brand is critical to success
– We need everyone to talk up the IMD as a great place for 

healthcare and technology companies to locate

 Engagement of strategic partners
‒ Drive new (private sector) businesses to the IMD
‒ Leverage development drivers (QOZ, zoning authority, etc.)

 Raising capital
– Development projects
– Competitive positioning
– Financial flexibility
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Illinois Medical District Master Plan

CHRISTINE CARLYLE
PRINCIPAL & DIRECTOR 
OF PLANNING 
SCB





The Master Plan
Strengthening Economic Impact

IMD planning process brought the 4  
stakeholder medical centers to work  
together on:

–Collaborative Research
–Transportation and parking
–Amenities
–Open space / public realm
–Housing / mixed use development
–Biomedical/ AI new development



IMD Master Plan  





Future Land Use Plan
 Diversify mix of uses
 Decrease percentage of parking  
 Increase institutional uses  
 Increase retail
 Increase public parks / openspace
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IMD Master Plan  



Zoning Recommendations 

 Lot Coverage – reduction of requirements 
 Setbacks – reduction of setback dimensions 

and introduction of build-to lines 
 Density / FAR transfers between sub-areas 
 Parking Requirements 
 PD 30 coordination with IMD Master Plan 
 Allowable uses / greater land use mix



IMD Master Plan  



Parking Recommendations

 Growth with less parking 
 District strategic infill of parking lots 
 Encourage transit use 
 Provide parking shuttle to remote lots



Transit TOD Development  



Strengthen the Public Realm

 Growth with less parking
 District strategic infill of parkinglots
 Encourage transit use
 Provide parking shuttle to remote lots



Fitness Loop



Catalyst for Redevelopment

Synergies of 4 major medical institutions: 
 Chicago Tech Park 
 Rush Master Plan and Expansion 
 New CCHHS outpatient center 
 Renovation of the old Cook County Hospital 

building 
 210 room hotel(s) 
 Office space CCHHS 
 Ancillary retail stores and restaurants 
 Parking 
 Open Space 

 2020 W. Ogden under development 



Current Development

Renovation of Cook County Hospital

IMD Blue Line Station



Innovation District
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Public Health & the Prognosis

DR. BOB EISENBERG
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
PHYSIOLOGY & BIOPHYSICS
RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE
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The Gateway at the Illinois Medical District

TYLER HOLLAND
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
EAST LAKE MANAGEMENT & 
DEVELOPMENT CORP. 



The Gateway



East View 



West View 



The Gateway: Retail & Plaza
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• Starbucks
• AT&T
• EYE Q
• Panda Express
• Jimmy John's
• Chipotle
• Scrub Depot
• Corporate Burger Tenant (At 

Lease)



The Gateway: Apartments
2050 W. Ogden

• 161 units comprised of studios, one-
bedrooms, and two-bedrooms 

• 10,000 S.F. of ground floor retail ideal for 
food operators and service providers 

• Building amenities include rooftop lounge 
and pool, media lounges, fitness center, 
tenant lounge & game area, outdoor 
terrace, business center, bike & tenant 
storage, on-site package delivery, and on-
site leasing and management office.

Southwest View



The Gateway: Gateway Hilton 
Hampton Inn & Suites
710 S. Seeley

• 135-key Hilton Hampton Inn & Suites 

• 1st floor lobby entrance, event/meeting 
space & dining experience.

• Property Management by First 
Hospitality Group 

• Access to Hilton honors programSouthwest View
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