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Light Rail Election History

• Local voters approve early transit plans 
– 1996 (Tempe) & 2000 (Phoenix)

• County voters approve Prop 400 
regional ½ cent tax – November 2004

• Phoenix voters approve Prop 104 
(T2050) – August 2015 
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Light Rail System – 2019
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Current Phoenix Light Rail Projects 
• South Central Extension/Downtown Hub

• Downtown 5 miles to Baseline Rd.
• Northwest Extension Phase II

• 19th Ave/Dunlap 2 miles across I-17 to Metro Center
• Capitol/I-10 West Extension

• Downtown to State Capitol
• From Capitol along I-10 to 79th Ave.
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Light Rail System – Future
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Light Rail Initiative



Light Rail Initiative
• City of Phoenix – not regional – initiative 
• Specifically targets light rail

• Current projects
• Any future expansion

• Filed by opponents – November 2018
• Phoenix City Clerk verified signatures – January 18, 2019
• Citywide election date – August 27, 2019
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OFFICIAL TITLE

BUILDING A BETTER PHOENIX ACT AN INITIATIVE MEASURE

ADOPTING THE BUILDING A BETTER PHOENIX ACT, WHICH AMENDS 
THE PHOENIX CITY CHARTER BY ADDING CHAPTER XXVIII; 
TERMINATING CONSTRUCTION OF THE PHOENIX LIGHT RAIL 
EXTENSIONS; REDIRECTING THE FUNDS FROM THE TERMINATION 
OF ALL LIGHT RAIL EXTENSIONS PLANNED IN PHOENIX TO FINANCE 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS IN SOUTH PHOENIX AND 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY; AND EMPOWERING THE CITIZENS 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE TO SOLICIT PUBLIC INPUT AND 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AUTHORIZED BY THIS ACT.
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2. TERMINATION OF LIGHT RAIL EXTENSIONS AND USES OF SAVED 
REVENUES

UPON THE EFFECTIVE  DATE  OF  THE  ACT,  THE  CITY  SHALL  
IMMEDIATELY TERMINATE ALL LIGHT RAIL EXTENSIONS AND SHALL 
NOT AUTHORIZE,  APPROPRIATE  OR EXPEND ANY FUNDS FROM 
ANY SOURCE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO REVENUES 
COLLECTED PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION  104, IN FURTHERANCE  
OF ANY LIGHT  RAIL EXTENSION OR ANY OTHER FIXED RAIL LINE 
TRANSIT SYSTEM CONSTRUCTED ON OR AFTER AUGUST  27, 2018. 
FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION, "FIXED RAIL LINE TRANSIT 
SYSTEM" DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY AUTOMATED PEOPLE MOVER 
RAIL SYSTEM WITHIN TWO MILES OF SKY HARBOR INTERNATIONAL  
AIRPORT.
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1. DEFINITIONS

(D) “INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS” MEANS ANY AND ALL
CONSTRUCTION, DEVELOPMENT, EXTENSION OR EXPANSION OF, 
OR IMPROVEMENTS OR REPAIRS TO, PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND PUBLIC TRANSIT MODES OTHER THAN LIGHT RAIL OR OTHER 
FIXED RAIL LINE TRANSIT, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO PUBLIC
ROADS, MEDIANS, SIDEWALKS, STREETLIGHTS, AUTONOMOUS 
TRANSIT, RIDESHARING, BIKE LANES, IMPROVED ADA 
ACCESSIBILITY, AND ELECTRIC BUS AND OTHER BUS AND DIAL-A-
RIDE SERVICES.
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Light Rail Funding Sources
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• Federal Grants – FTA/CMAQ
• 40-50% of project costs
• > $3.0 billion 
• For fixed guideway/rail projects

• Regional Transp Fund – Prop 400
• 20-25% of project costs
• > $1.5 billion
• Dedicated to regional rail program; cannot be used for non-rail projects

• City of Phoenix – T2050 Funds
• 20-25% of project costs
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Invest for the Next Generation
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Thank you!
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