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Gov will schedule more town hall meetings on revenue-raisers

By LARRY HIGES
ETAFT WETTER

NEW BRUNSWICK — More
town hall mectings abont Govy,
Carzing's tall nerease and dehe-
reduction proposal will de
sehetuled, und the originu plan
conld be ¢hanged to Include an
meregse m o the gas tax and
other revanue-raisers, the gov-
ernors policy el siid.

Speaking ot an Urban Lind
Instilule furum abaut branspor
tation infrastructure at Rurgers
Friday, Adam Zellner said Cor-
xine's original - monelizatian
plan 35 hkely to change and
other idess are being Jroked. ar,
inelding inenasing e slane’s
gas tax and Nanchise faes for
toll-roed rest-stop businesses,

Corzine’s origmal moneriza-
tion plan relied vn a berrowing
againgt nevesies Mo a syslen:
atie schedule of toll increasss to

finance an 44 billion transports-
tion infrastrueture  program
a0 pay all half of the state's
$u2 bilion debe. The plan has
run into strong oppusition at
town bl forums the governor
has held so far.

“We'ra working on schedul-
ing more town hall meetings as
ston it possible," Zelhner said,

Ve the presentation will
rematn the same as pase fo-
rums, Zellner said Corzine will
probubly address o gaslax in-
crease bacause the Legislature
raised chat issue and added Cor-
zine 3s open to lvoking at vther
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“rhe legsiamre wll come
back probably wita s combina-
tion (plir), which will inciode o
ol fnerease,  Zellaer  safd,
“The governor believes ir's
regressive, but reoognized we
hiave the thirdleast gas tax.
Ther= is a nead to look at the

Fas tax,"

The forum at the Voorhees
Teansportation Instisule o
cluded panelists such as Tow
Roy, director of transportation
for e Wakefern Foud Corp,
whe sald the toll Increase plan
19 & conearn and that & gas tax
woudd be preferable

“The gas fax is equitiaile in
spread It (the harden) out
(vazher} than just on people who
g0 up and down the Turnpike,"
Rov said, “We are heavy users
of fual. so we're not dedging our
fair share."

Mary E. Forsberg, rvsearch
direelor for New Jevsey Policy
Perspectives, a think tank, sug-
pested that incressing the cur-
rent 145 cent per gallon stale
mater fuels tax and ather driver
related fees could raise $2.6 bil-
lion & year for 1ransportation
Infrastroeore ahd mass transit,
without borrowing.

"4 better idea is to chorge a
siles Lax on mator eels. Seven
sates do this,” she satd. “New
Jersay could reize $000 million
fo SL billien hased an current
(Mgl sonsumption evels,”

Shse also proposed that higher
fees for drivers' lioznses exd ve-
hicle registrations ookl rajse
meney far wansportation with
out borrowing. Forsberg sug
posted  that registrution Fevs
should be hased on o vehicie
weypht and value.

“The g8s tax made s:nsa to
people in the 19205, It was used
{0 builid raads, aed people saw
the value," she said. “Paople
have po problem buying ®
$40,000 var, It complain if it
costs mare than $41 to remster
it. & couple of collapsad bridges
will change it."

Forsberg sald the wll plan
lets some repons of the state
gat away with not paving their

fair share,

“It's not fair to make foll road
USES pay when some af the
wealthiest paople in Somevsst,
Hunterdon and Morris counties
don'cpay,” she said,

Anather sugpestion was
changing the state tax laws to
capture  revenue from people
who live s Permsylvania and
commute to jobs in New Jersey,
auch s those workers who use
the Trterstate 81, 78 wrel 195 cor
vidors, satd Rotgers Meofessor
Joseph Semaca. Now they only
yey Pennsylvania income tax,
and rathing lo New Jersey, he
said

All the panelists agreed that a
funding source for miss transif
and the slate's aging transporta
tion nfrasoructure s needed.
Jumes Hughes, dean of the
Tioustein Sehool of Public Pel:
fey at Hutgers, sald tradition-
allv, mopey invested in trans
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portation infrastruciure haz
resulled hoomore jols and
helped the state's economy tw
FTOW,

"The (ll-eounty) porthern
New Jersey ofTice bollding mar
ket is the fifthJargest in the
country,” Hughes said. “This
vronantic atvirlage diln't jus:
happen, but was due w earlier
investment in transportation in-
frastouchare,”

The state has to nave quickly
te finance wansportanen infra-
structure o order to pemidin
eowpelitive e the glohal wnar
ketplacs, he zad.

"I New Jersey fails to invest,
LWl ceasee Lo be o ey plaver,”
Hughes said.

ON THE WEB: Visit our Wi
site. www.app.cont, and chek
on this story for links to Urban
Land Institute and NJ Policy
Perspectives.




