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Resilience in Mount Dennis

Agenda
• Core concepts
• Identify the stressors
• Create the framework
• What can you do?
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core concept 3



“
heating fuel, and/or water.

Resilience
The capacity of individuals, communities, 
businesses, buildings and infrastructure to:

Cope with;
Adapt to;
Respond to;
Recover from, and; 
Learn from;

Chronic stresses and acute shocks. 
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identify the stressors
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create the framework



heating fuel, and/or water.

Evacuation

Shelter in Place
vs.



“heating fuel, and/or water.

Passive Survivability
refers to a building’s ability to 
maintain critical life-support 
functions and conditions for its 
occupants during extended 
periods of absence of power, 
heating fuel, and/or water.
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“heating fuel, and/or water.

Thermal Resilience
refers to a building’s ability to 
maintain liveable temperatures in 
the event of a power outage or 
disruption in fuel supply for 
prolonged periods of time. 





“heating fuel, and/or water.

Zero Carbon Building
refers to a building that is highly energy 
efficient, that produces on site, or 
procures carbon-free renewable energy 
in an amount sufficient to offset the 
annual carbon emissions associated with 
building operations.



Large Passive House Buildings



Passive Shading



Punched Windows and real Walls



Building Integrated PV



Building Integrated Photovoltaics 
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Embodied Carbon and Panelization
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Active Stairs



Use Art to Tell Local Stories 
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Inclusive Design Principles



Micro retail opportunities
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Reimagining of Public Infrastructure



Reprioritization of Infrastructure



Reclaiming of Streets
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what can you do?
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What can you do?

1. Map the existing stressors create a design framework to 

address them;

2. Prioritize passive design solutions;

3. Design for future weather and energy independence;

4. Engage with the people of the neighbourhood and understand 

what connects them;

5. Provide opportunities for people to socialize, especially 

around food;

6. Use micro-retail to stimulate the local economy;

7. Integrate inclusive design principles into your thinking;

8. Consider opportunities for…



…disruptive and ambitious change 
that inspires the imagination.



how will you reimagine mount dennis?



Michelle Xuereb mxuereb@quadrangle.ca
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