
MOUNT DENNIS COMMUNITY 
Imagineering Program



WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Richard Joy, Executive Director, ULI Toronto
Gregg Lintern, Chief Planner

Mike Williams, General Manager, Economic Development and Culture



MOUNT DENNIS COMMUNITY 
Imagineering Program

PAUL J. BEDFORD
Dean, ULI Leadership Program













A New Major Transit Hub for Toronto!



Live/Work 
Opportunities
• Ideal Location
• Mid-way between downtown and 

Pearson Airport, the largest 
employment areas in GTHA

• The Crosstown, GO, UP Express 
converge here

• Making it Toronto’s 3rd Largest Transit 
Hub



Mount Dennis to Come!





• What does an Eco-neighbourhood really mean?
• What would it look and feel like? 
• What are the implications of a zero-carbon footprint for future development?
• What future employment opportunities exist in Mount Dennis given its location midway 

between the downtown core and Pearson Airport served by the second largest transit 
hub in Toronto?

• How to ensure that affordable housing is a key priority in future development?
• How to integrate the Humber River and Black Creek open space networks into an Eco-

neighbourhood vision?
• Can Mount Dennis become a pilot Toronto neighbourhood to demonstrate the potential 

for inclusionary zoning, waiving development charges, radical mixed-use, mass timber 
and new performance code zoning? 

Key Questions…





Mid-Rise Mass in Toronto



The Process Ahead



Expected Outcomes

• Development of a Vision and Action Plan to help guide the evolution of Mount 
Dennis that illustrates development concepts for lands in close proximity to the 
LRT Station and the Weston Road commercial strip
• Architectural and design illustrations of what future redevelopment might look 

like 
• A strategy for engaging the private sector to reposition Mount Dennis as a 

model for a complete Eco-neighbourhood 
• A realistic financial assessment of development options
• To provide valuable input into both the City Planning and Economic 

Development studies that will be ongoing 
• A full presentation of all ideas at a community public meeting in May 2019



City of Toronto - Mount Dennis Planning Framework Study

Alignment of Studies in Mount Dennis

October 
2018

May 
2019

October 
2018

May 
2019

January 
2019

December
2020

Economic Development and Culture

City Planning 
Mount Dennis Planning Framework Study 



A Cold Day in January…







Mount Dennis Planning 
Framework Study

City of Toronto
City Planning (Lead)
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Study Scope
An interdisciplinary study to establish a plan that meets today's needs and 
advances a comprehensive vision for Mount Dennis’ future 

PLANNING 
STUDY

BUILT FORM
MUNICIPAL 
SERVICING

GETTING 
AROUND

PUBLIC HEALTH

PUBLIC REALM
&

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE

City of Toronto - Mount Dennis Planning Framework Study



• Vision and Built Form Plan

• Revised Planning Policy Framework

• Urban Design Guidelines 

• Parks, Natural Environment and Public Realm Strategies

• Community Services and Facilities Strategies

• Street typology mapping 

• Transportation and Public Realm Pilot Project for Complete/Green Streets 

• Social development/revitalization initiatives 

• Servicing and Infrastructure Strategies

• Cultural Heritage Scan

• Public Health Initiatives

City of Toronto - Mount Dennis Planning Framework Study

Study Outcomes



City of Toronto - Mount Dennis Planning Framework Study

Study Timelines

Direction to Study 
Mount Dennis Area 

July 2018

Consultant to be 
retained 

end of 2018

Study to begin 

early 2019

Study 
Recommendations/

Implementation 
late 2020

Public Consultation

Further information: 
Study Status Report (City Council, June 2018) 
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2018/ey/bgrd/backgroundfile-116961.pdf

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2018/ey/bgrd/backgroundfile-116961.pdf


Many Good Ideas…



EDC – Mount Dennis Economic 
Development Strategy 

Purpose:
• To create a local economic development strategy for the Mount Dennis area focused on:

• stimulating revitalization, investment and job and assessment growth within                       
the local business community 

• enhancing opportunities for surrounding area residents to access jobs

The strategy will:
• recognize and leverage key Mount Dennis assets including existing/planned transit,           

its main street commercial space, and surrounding employment lands
• align with EDC’s 5-year Strategy
• coordinate with other key initiatives underway in the area
• act as a pilot for similar economic development strategies in future
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EDC – Mount Dennis Economic 
Development Strategy 

Study Overview:

The project will consist of 4 main phases:

1. Community analysis and identification of emerging priorities
2. Development of draft shared vision and economic development strategy
3. Development of final economic development strategy, including multi-year action plan
4. Feedback and implementation
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EDC – Mount Dennis Economic 
Development Strategy 
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Study 
Commencement

Oct 2018

Consultant to be 
retained 

Nov 2018

Draft Strategy 
and Action Plan

March 2019

Final Strategy 
and Action Plan

April 2019

Feedback and 
Implementation

May 2019

Study Timeline:

Stakeholder Engagement



Make NO Little Plans


