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2015 NCFEF Conventional Voting Behavior (CVB)

Partisan topography of NC
has shifted from

West v. East
to

Urban v. Rural

NC CVB
COMP

In URBAN – RURAL partisan alignment
SUBURBS = BATTLE GROUND

50%
Non-Native

Most Rural
Urban State

Continued 
growth
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North Carolina – larger, more diverse, older
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1990

6,628,637
75.6% 22.0% 1.2% 1.2% 12.1%

63.5%

Med Age

35.8

24.4%

2015

10,042,802
63.8% 22.1% 9.1% 5.0% 15.1%

62.1%

Med Age 

37.8

22.8%

NC’s Estimated Hispanic 
Population by 2050

30%







North Carolina’s Shifting Political Landscape



Population 
growth brings 

greater 
urbanization & 
demographic 

diversity

Generational 
shift in 

partisan and 
ideological 
orientation

Continued 
globalization of 

economy



Urbanization and Partisan Voting Performance

Year NC Population Growth

2010 9,535,475
+507,327

2015 10,042,802

MECKLENBURG WAKE

2010 919,628 900,993

2015 1,034,070 1,024,198

GAIN +114,442 +123,205



Big City Business Community

Annual Budget of Chambers of Commerce

Charlotte Chamber $8,360,551

Raleigh Chamber $6,319,011

NC Chamber $4,931,226



Urbanization and Partisan Voting Performance

MECK WAKE
2
0
1
6 Clinton 62.3% 57.4%

Trump 32.9% 37.2%

2
0
1
2 Obama 60.8% 54.5%

Romney 38.3% 44.2%

2
0
0
0 Gore 48.2% 46.0%

Bush 51.0% 53.1%



2,736,124

2,099,551

32,961

2,076,361

2,870,500

2,005,482

4,122

1,402,471

DEM REP LIB UNA

NC Voter Registration

4,815,248

1,540,063

57,211
532,475

169,318

4,605,490

1,358,124

49,077
101,796 68,970

White Black American Indian Other Hispanic

2016 2008

39.4%

30.2%
0.5%

29.9%



COUNTY GROWTH	2008	v	2016 DEMS REP UNA

WAKE* 100,494 9,196 3,152 84,487
MECKLENBURG* 85,055 31,078 -11,564	 61,933

DURHAM* 41,120 12,609 -299	 27,863
FORSYTH* 31,748 2,572 2,172 25,961
UNION* 30,844 1,477 10,380 18,450

NEW	HANOVER* 24,523 -942	 3,458 21,046
CABARRUS* 23,648 1,827 5,462 15,762
BUNCOMBE* 22,959 51 -1,726 23,472
JOHNSTON* 22,177 -1,507	 8,980 14,125
BRUNSWICK 20,362 -2,291	 8,171 14,192
ONSLOW 20,180 -2,596	 7,691 14,348
IREDELL 16,582 -3,895	 6,850 13,162
GASTON* 15,393 -3,423	 4,608 13,671
PITT* 14,741 -452	 2,348 12,255

GUILFORD* 13,423 -7,173	 -7,511	 26,653
ORANGE 12,320 -871	 -2,242 14,838

ALAMANCE 11,776 -1,653	 2,883 10,153
HARNETT 11,386 -2,168	 4,653 8,456



COUNTY LOSS	2008	v	2016 DEMS REP UNA

COLUMBUS -2,163	 -4,983	 644 2,136
ASHE -1,410	 -2,040	 -642	 1,219

MARTIN -954	 -2,201	 317 892
WARREN -872	 -1,619	 40 682
AVERY -594	 -339	 -909	 613

MITCHELL -518	 -253	 -847	 555
YANCEY -510	 -1,308	 -435	 1,196

NORTHAMPTON -430	 -1,499	 136 919
MONTGOMERY -333	 -1,519	 -42	 1,184
WASHINGTON -301	 -924	 15 585

HYDE -246	 -679	 61 362
CHOWAN -172	 -1,034	 243 600
TYRRELL -161	 -435	 54 213

EDGECOMBE -150	 -2,142	 330 1,600
GRAHAM -147	 -555	 -39	 432
SCOTLAND -131	 -1,406	 -225	 1,460
BERTIE -109	 -1,249	 157 966



COUNTY GROWTH 2016 % UNA

CURRITUCK 2,427 41.5%
WATAUGA 3,245 40.9%

TRANSYLVANIA 2,194 39.7%
HENDERSON 5,704 39.2%

ORANGE 12,320 37.9%
DARE 2,675 37.8%

CAMDEN 502 36.4%
JACKSON 1,789 36.4%

POLK 952 36.0%
BUNCOMBE 22,959 35.9%

ONSLOW 20,180 35.7%
NEW HANOVER 24,523 35.3%

SWAIN 713 35.0%
CLAY 578 34.9%
WAKE 100,494 34.8%

BRUNSWICK 20,362 34.1%
CHATHAM 9,184 33.7%
MADISON 568 33.5%
CARTERET 5,371 33.3%

MOORE 5,880 33.0%
MACON 570 32.7%

COUNTY 2008	%	
UNA

2016	%	
UNA

TRANSYLVANIA 28.1%	 39.7%	
HYDE 13.3%	 24.7%	

MADISON 22.9%	 33.5%	
BLADEN 15.6%	 25.5%	
ORANGE 28.1%	 37.9%	
TYRRELL 17.1%	 26.7%	

BRUNSWICK 24.5%	 34.1%	
CLAY 25.4%	 34.9%	

YANCEY 17.5%	 26.7%	
CHATHAM 24.7%	 33.7%	
WATAUGA 32.0%	 40.9%	



Partisan Ideological Trends 1998 - 2016
Chart tracks the self-described ideology of North Carolina voters from 1998 –

2016. Source, North Carolina polling data from Capitol Communications, 
conducted by Diversified Research, Inc.
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Estimated NC Voter Reg by Generation
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2016 Election



2016 Early Voting

2012: 738,570
2012: 1,682,053



Turnout

Year
Early

% of votes cast
Election Day

Turnout

% of reg voters

2008
2,476,411

56.88%
1,809,166

4,353,739

69.93%
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Turnout

Year
Early

% of votes cast
Election Day

Turnout

% of reg voters

2008
2,476,411

56.88%
1,809,166

4,353,739

69.93%

2012
2,745,914

60.95%
1,736,377

4,505,372

68.42%

2016
3,102,834

65.8%
1,612,924

4,715,758

68.2%



2016 President – Final Polls



2016 President – North Carolina

Trump

49.9%✔

Clinton

46.1%

Johnson

2.7%



2016 President – North Carolina



Insider, in an election 
where voters wanted an 
outsider

We should have known 
when only real 
challenge in Democratic 
Primary was a guy 
who’s not a Democrat

Simply not popular

Did not win over 
‘Obama coalition,’ 
especially young 
people



2016 President – Exit Polls



2016 President – Exit Polls
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2016 US Senate – Final Polls



2016 US Senate

Haugh (L)

3.6%

Burr (R) – I

51.1%✔

Ross (D)

45.3%



2016 US Senate



NC Congressional Districts



DISTRICT, CVB, REGISTRATION WINNER

NC 1 – Strong DEM: Bertie, Durham, Edgecombe, Gates, Granville, Halifax, 
Hertford, Martin, Northampton, Pitt, Vance, Warren, Washington, Wilson

61.6%-15.3%-22.8%-0.3%
✔G. K. Butterfield (I) – 68.6%

NC 2 – Strong REP: Franklin, Harnett, Johnston, Nash, Wake, Wilson
36.1%-34.7%-28.8%-0.5% ✔George Holding (I) – 56.7%

NC 3 – Lean REP: Beaufort, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, 
Dare, Greene, Hyde, Jones, Lenoir, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, 

Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrrell
38.0%-31.8%-29.8%-0.4%

✔Walter B. Jones (I) – 67.3%

NC 4 – Strong DEM: Durham, Orange, Wake
44.3%-20.8%-34.3%-0.6% ✔David Price (I) – 68.2%

NC 5 – Strong REP; Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Catawba, Forsyth, 
Stokes, Surry, Watauga, Wilkes, Yadkin

34.3%-37.9%-27.3%-0.4%
✔Virginia Foxx (I) – 58.5%

NC 6 – Strong REP: Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Guilford, Lee, Person, 
Randolph, Rockingham

39.0%-33.6%-27.0%-0.4%
✔B. Mark Walker (I) – 59.3%

NC 7 – Lean REP: Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Duplin, Johnston, New 
Hanover, Pender, Sampson, Wayne

38.4%-32.7%-28.5%-0.4%
✔David Rouzer (I) – 61.0%

2016 US House



DISTRICT, CVB, REGISTRATION WINNER

NC 8 – Lean REP: Cabarrus, Cumberland, Hoke, Montgomery, Moore, 
Rowan, Stanly

36.8%-33.8%-29.0%-0.4%
✔Richard Hudson (I) – 58.8%

NC 9 – Strong REP: Anson, Bladen, Cumberland, Mecklenburg, Richmond, 
Robeson, Scotland, Union

40.9%-31.5%-27.3%-0.3%
✔Robert Pittenger (I) – 58.3%

NC 10 – Strong REP: Buncombe, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, 
Lincoln, Polk, Rutherford

34.6%-35.2%-29.8%-0.4%
✔Patrick McHenry (I) – 63.1%

NC 11 – Strong REP: Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, 
Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, 

Swain, Transylvania, Yancey
31.9%-35.1%-32.5%-0.4%

✔Mark Meadows (I) – 64.1%

NC 12 – Strong DEM: Mecklenburg
50.2%-20.7%-28.6%-0.5% ✔Alma Adams (I) – 67.0%

NC 13 – Lean REP OPEN SEAT: Davidson, Davie, Guilford, Iredell, Rowan
37.2%-35.0%-27.4%-0.4% ✔Ted Budd – 56.1%

2016 US House



2016 NC Supreme Court
Edmunds Seat

Robert H. Edmunds 
R-Guilford

45.5%

Michael Morgan
D-Wake

54.5%✔



CANDIDATES VOTE CANDIDATES VOTE

Linda Stephens (D) 48.7% ✔Valarie Zackery (R) 53.8%

✔Phil Berger, Jr. (R) 50.3%
Rickye

McKoy-Mitchell (D) 46.2%

✔Bob Hunter (R) 54.4% ✔Richard Dietz (R) 53.5%

Abe Jones (D) 45.6% Vince Rozier (D) 46.5%

OPEN SEAT

✔Hunter Murphy (R) 48.8%

Margaret Eagles (D) 45.5%

Donald R. Buie (U) 5.7%

2016 NC Court of Appeals



2016 Governor

Cecil – (L) McCrory (R) - I Cooper - (D)



2016 Governor

Cecil (L)

2.2%

McCrory (R) – I

48.8%

Cooper (D)

49.0%✔



2016 Governor



HB2: Right Center v. Crap from your family in NJ

2012 Amendment One

Buncombe
48.5%

Watauga
49.2%

Mecklenburg
48.8%

Chatham
46.1%

Wake
43.2%

Durham
30.3%

Orange
21.0%

Dare
49.4%

POLL FAVOR	
HB2

OPPOSE	
HB2

NO
OPINION

PPP	(Apr	22	– 24) 36% 45% 19%
ELON	U (Apr	10	– 15) 49% 39% 11%
WRAL	(Apr	8	– 11) 56% 34% 10%
TWC	(Apr	1	– 3) 51% 40% 9%

AVERAGE 48% 40% 12%

PPP (Aug	10) 58%	Hurts	NC
22%	Helps	NC

CNN	Poll	(Aug	23)
White	Women

Burr/Ross 55%	- 33%
McCrory/Cooper		56%	- 40%

HB2



RACE CANDIDATES VOTE

Lt. Governor
✔Forest (I) – 51.9%
Coleman – 45.3%

Cole – 2.9%

OPEN SEAT
Attorney General

Newton – 49.8%

✔Stein – 50.2%

Auditor
Stuber – 49.9%

✔Wood (I) – 50.1%

Agriculture Commissioner
✔Troxler (I) – 55.6%

Smith – 44.4%

Insurance Commissioner
✔Causey – 50.4%

Goodwin (I) – 49.6%

2016 NC Council of State



RACE CANDIDATES VOTE

Labor Commission
✔Berry (I) – 55.2%

Meeker – 44.7%

Secretary of State
LaPaglia – 47.8%

✔Marshall (I) – 52.5%

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction

✔Johnson – 50.6%

Atkinson (I) – 49.4%

OPEN SEAT
State Treasurer

✔Folwell – 52.7%

Blue – 47.3%

2016 NC Council of State



Votes Cast Office
Ballot 
Order

4,688,664 President
-28,914 Governor 1
-89,550 Lt. Governor 2

-125,967 Attorney General 3
-164,620 Agriculture 5
-168,139 Labor 7
-176,506 Secretary of State 8
-189,866 Public Instruction 9
-194,889 Auditor 4
-201,730 Insurance Commissioner 6
-204,701 State Treasurer 10

2016 NC Council of State



COUNTY AVERAGE
McCrory	v.	Trump/Burr/Forest	

WAKE -10,941	
MECKLENBURG -7,607	

GUILFORD -6,507	
FORSYTH -5,570	

NEW	HANOVER -4,600	
BUNCOMBE -3,556	
IREDELL -3,192	

DAVIDSON -2,782
RANDOLPH -2,230
HENDERSON -2,211	
CATAWBA -1,721	
ALAMANCE -1,670	
BRUNSWICK -1,632	
HAYWOOD -1,612	
CABARRUS -1,570	
GASTON -1,515	
ORANGE -1,499
JOHNSTON -1,431	
SURRY -1,406	



COUNTY AVERAGE
McCrory	v.	Trump/Burr/Forest	 WHY?	

WAKE -10,941	
HB2

Coal	Ash

Film	Tax	Incentives

I-77	Toll

Other
Local	Issue

Anti-incumbency

Being	Too
Liberal

Being Too
Conservative	

MECKLENBURG -7,607	
GUILFORD -6,507	
FORSYTH -5,570	

NEW	HANOVER -4,600	
BUNCOMBE -3,556	
IREDELL -3,192	

DAVIDSON -2,782
RANDOLPH -2,230
HENDERSON -2,211	
CATAWBA -1,721	
ALAMANCE -1,670	
BRUNSWICK -1,632	
HAYWOOD -1,612	
CABARRUS -1,570	
GASTON -1,515	
ORANGE -1,499
JOHNSTON -1,431	
SURRY -1,406	



Observations on 2016 Election
• The statewide political landscape has gotten …

complex (and getting more complex)!

• Big issues matter, but so does local/regional 
issues.

• Urban ain’t just Charlotte and Raleigh – urban is 
an identity.

• Council of State = combinations of 3 factors: 
• name ID
• money (if your opponent has it and you don’t)
• is there an overshadowing issue.



NC General Assembly
DIST CVB RATING SR LR COMP LD SD
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NC General Assembly
DIST CVB RATING SR LR COMP LD SD
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T NC House
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NC Senate
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4 GOP
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2
0
1
7

NC House
74–46

59
57D 2D

14
12R 2D

8
4R 4D

2 37
1R 36D

NC Senate
35–15 24 6 4

4 GOP
0 16

1R 15D

GOP maintains Super Majority
in both House & Senate



CVB	for	NC	SENATE										35	REP – 15	DEM
STRONG	DEM	(16) COMPETITIVE	(4) LEAN	REP	(6) STRONG	REP	(24)

28

Robinson
Guilford 21

Clark
Hoke 19

Meredith
Cumberland

8 Rabon
Brunswick 50

Davis
Macon 24

Gunn
Alamance 39

BISHOP
Mecklenburg

40

Waddell
Mecklenburg

5 Davis
Greene

1 Cook
Beaufort

9 Lee
New	Hanover 46

Daniel
Burke 47

Hise
Mitchell 31

Krawiec
Forsyth

38

Ford
Mecklenburg 13

BRITT
Robeson 25

McInnis
Richmond 15

Alexander
Wake 27

Wade
Guilford

2 Sanderson
Pamlico 44

Curtis
Lincoln

14

Blue
Wake 23

Foushee
Orange 18

Barefoot
Wake 10

B.	Jackson
Sampson 11

HORNER
Wilson 45

Ballard
Watauga 35

Tucker
Union

20

McKissick
Durham 22

Woodard
Durham 12

Rabin
Harnett

6 Brown
Onslow 48

EDWARDS
Henderson 42

Wells
Catawba

4 Bryant
Nash 37 J.	Jackson

Mecklenburg 17

Barringer
Wake 41

Tarte
Mecklenburg 36

NEWTON
Cabarrus 33

DUNN
Davidson

3

Smith-
Ingram
Edgecombe

16

CHAUDHURI
Wake 26

Berger
Rockingham 43

Harrington
Gaston 30

Randleman
Wilkes

32

Lowe
Forsyth 49

Van	Duyn
Buncombe

7 Pate
Wayne 34

Brock
Davie 29

Tillman
Randolph



NC Senate Districts
In Lawsuit



STRONG DEM (37) LEAN REP (14) STRONG REP (59)

29

L. Hall
Durham 11

4 Fisher
Buncombe 66

Goodman
Richmond 11

8 Presnell
Yancey 55

Brody
Union 86

Blackwell
Burke 11

0 Hastings
Gaston 96

Adams
Catawba

10
6 Cunningham

Mecklenburg 42
Lucas

Cumberland 39

Jackson
Wake 49

BALL
Wake 14

Cleveland
Onslow 82

Pittman
Cabarrus 77

Warren
Rowan 69

Arp
Union

10
2 Carney

Mecklenburg 5 Hunter
Hertford 50

Meyer
Orange 9 MURPHY

Pitt 36

Dollar
Wake 15

Shepard
Onslow 98

Bradford
Mecklenburg 13

McElraft
Carteret

31

Michaux
Durham 32

GARRISON
Vance LEAN DEM (2) 45

Szoka
Cumberland 40

JOHN
Wake 10

9 Bumgardner
Gaston 91

K. HALL
Stokes 81

POTTS
Davidson

33

Gill
Wake 72

Hanes
Forsyth 54

Reives
Lee 63

Ross
Alamance 37

HUNT-
WILLIAMS

Wake

26

WHITE
Johnston 74

Conrad
Forsyth 87

D. HALL
Caldwell

99

R. Moore
Mecklenburg 10

0 AUTRY
Mecklenburg 44

Richardson
Cumberland 53

Lewis
Harnett 62

Blust
Guilford 16

Millis
Pender 10

4 DULIN
Mecklenburg 76

Ford
Rowan

38

Lewis Holley
Wake 23

Willingham
Edgecombe COMP (8) 93

Jordan
Ashe 11

1 T. Moore
Cleveland 83

Johnson
Cabarrus 10

J. Bell
Wayne 95

Fraley
Iredell

60

Brockman
Guilford 47

C. Graham
Robeson 11

9 CLAMPITT
Haywood 1 Steinburg

Chowan 75

Lambeth
Forsyth 19

Davis
New Hanover 84

R. Turner
Iredell 89

Setzer
Catawba

58

QUICK
Guilford 30

Luebke*
Durham 2 Yarborough

Person 65
Jones

Rockingham 88

BELK
Mecklenburg 4 Dixon

Duplin 17

Iler
Brunswick 68

Horn
Union

10
7 Alexander

Mecklenburg 43

Floyd
Cumberland 22

Brisson
Bladen 3 Speciale

Craven 25

Collins
Nash 59

Hardister
Guilford 10

8 Torbett
Gaston 94

Elmore
Wilkes

56

Insko
Orange 21

L. Bell
Sampson 92

BEASLEY
Mecklenburg 51

SAULS
Harnett 10

3 Brawley
Mecklenburg 61

Faircloth
Guilford 10

5 STONE
Mecklenburg 79

Howard
Davie

24

Farmer-
Butterfield

Wilson

7 Richardson
Franklin 11

5 Ager
Buncombe 64

Riddell
Alamance 20

GRANGE
New Hanover 52

Boles
Moore 97

Saine
Lincoln

48

Pierce
Scotland 18

Hamilton
New Hanover 6 BOSWELL

Dare 11
6 B. Turner

Buncombe 11
2 ROGERS

Rutherford 11
7 McGrady

Henderson 85

Dobson
McDowell

71

Terry
Forsyth 34

G. Martin
Wake 8 S. Martin

Wilson 35

Malone
Wake 11

3 HENSON
Transylvania 12

0 CORBIN
Cherokee 73

Zachary
Yadkin

57

Harrison
Guilford 12

Graham
Lenoir 41

Adcock
Wake 28

STRICKLAND
Johnston 80

Watford
Davidson

27

Wray
Northampton 11

D. Hall
Wake 90

Stevens
Surry 70

Hurley
Randolph

10
1 Earle

Mecklenburg 46

B. JONES
Columbus 67

Burr
Stanly 78

McNeill
Randolph

CVB	for	NC	HOUSE										74	REP – 46	DEM



NC House Districts
In Lawsuit



Observations on 2016 Election

• This is the new North Carolina – electoral 
landscape has shifted and will continue to

• Urban versus Rural with battleground Suburbs …
for now

• Charlie dominates, picks up districts after 2020

• Candidates and issue communication matter 
more – not sure what the future of ‘party’ is

• Millennials on the rise – as voters and candidates



What does 2016 mean for 2018

• First midterm of new President historically goes 
against their party

• Probably within start of next economic slowdown

• New state legislative district maps + 2017 election

• No US Senate race in NC (state Sup Court seat)

• Gov + Legislature = Bar Fight

• More civil unrest, incidents of terrorism





Economic impact

• Regulatory reform and tax modernization a key 
public policy orientation of GOP leadership

• Infrastructure spending a priority

• Business expansion and economic development 
remain key measures of (political) success

• Education issues (K-12, vocational, higher ed) seen 
through workforce lens

• Despite HB2, NC’s fundamentals are sound



• Regulatory reform and tax modernization a key 
public policy orientation of GOP leadership

• Infrastructure spending a priority

• Business expansion and economic development 
remain key measures of (political) success

• Education issues (K-12, vocational, higher ed) seen 
through workforce lens

• Despite HB2, NC’s fundamentals are sound

But the BAD NEWS is …





2014 Election Updates & Insights
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